342  A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
Negotiations for an armistice" had been going on for the last
four days between Foch and a German delegation ; the latter,
with decisive defeat threatening their armies in the field and
revolution rampant among their people at home, had no choice
but to accept the Allied terms as they stood, even though these
put it completely out of Germany's power to continue or resume
resistance in arms. In the early morning hours of November
nth, the armistice was signed, and at n a.m. it came into force
all along the battle line. The Great War in the West thus came
to an end.
The British share in this, the last decisive campaign, may
be briefly summarised in a few lines, in which facts speak
more eloquently than any words.    Between August 8th and
November nth fifty-nine of our divisions fought and defeated
ninety-nine   German   divisions,   taking  from  them   187,000
prisoners,   2,850  guns,   29,000 machine   guns,  3,000 trench
mortars and other captures of every sort and variety and in vast
numbers, and freeing from their grasp an area of France and
Belgium 80 miles long by 70 miles wide.   Our total of 363,000
casualties gives some idea of the cost of this' great achieve-
ment in arms, while the magnitude of the task of supplying,
maintaining and feeding the B.E.F. during its advance to victory
can be appreciated from the figures of 700 bridges built, 14,000
enemy mines and traps discovered and removed, 400 pumping
plants installed, 3,500 miles of road repaired, and 500 craters
filled in.   On November nth 1,050 miles of railway had been
brought into use, and 4,412 miles of road and 464 miles of canal
were being maintained for the service of our armies.   Not only
had these armies to be supplied, but in addition many thousands
of civilians living in the occupied zones had to be fed—a task
which was greatly complicated by the widespread destructions
and demolitions carried out by the enemy during his retreat.
The victorious results of the campaign prove how thoroughly
and effectively these great difficulties were dealt with and over-
come, though the strain on both the fighting troops- and the
services was increased with every mile of .advance and every
day of hostilities.   Haig's verdict, that the part played by the
British in bringing about the final victory was " overwhelmingly
decisive," has since been fully ratified by history, and to Haig
himself, who displayed in these final three months of the war
all the qualities of a great commander, must be apportioned
a share of merit second only to that of Foch.   His armies had
been gradually fashioned into a thoroughly workmanlike and
reliable machine for the production of victories, the best machine
of its kind in the world, and it was this mechanical efficiency,
brought to a high pitch of perfection, which enabled it to do

